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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
Greetings Top Cats 

The Top Cats were originally founded as a club where fellow 
business owners and leaders could ride together and have 
something in common. Today we are a strong club, with rep-
resentatives from both small and big business, self employed 
and retired members and others who have earned their 
stripes through great participation. As a club we need to make 
certain that we keep up with the trends and technologies that 
we experience in the workplace. Everyone has email these 
days or touches technology in one form or another. We need 
to take advantage of this. 

Over the past several years we have struggled to have tools 
that help with networking. A few have tried to create lists or 
data bases to help, but for one reason or another it didn't 
work out. Your current board is taking several steps to get 
moving ahead. 

The web page, which has long been a difficult area to man-
age, has been upgraded using modem software which was 
demonstrated at the last general meeting. Over the next sev-
eral months we will see additional improvements as we have 
people learn the software and implement ideas we expect to 
get from all of you. No longer will it take special skills to do 
minor updating. The interne is a powerful tool, and just as 
our businesses use it to help improve communications and 
reduce costs, so will we. 

Your Board has also decided to start the process of transition-
ing our fine publication ROAR from one using print media to 
electronic. You will receive each edition, full of great content 
as always, via an email in adobe pdf format. This is the most 
common method used today and the Adobe reader is free. 
Archived editions will be accessible on the web page as well. 
If we have members who still need a printed copy made for 
them, this can still happen, for fees to cover the cost of mail-
ing. The board has put actions into place to get this moving 
forward. This change will result in significant cost savings to 
the club and keep us from raising the yearly dues. The club 
has been operating in a deficit mode for a few years, with no 
end in sight. While we still have money in the bank, we must 
run the club as we do our businesses. We also have had to 
limit the number of pages each month and had many times 
where items did not make it in ROAR. You will now have a full 
color publication that has no page limitations and allows for 
significant creativity. The board and ROAR team hopes for 
help from many of you. One important point, the change will 
not take place until we are completely ready. 

Your club continues to move forward, not only with safe, 
world class ride opportunities but with other benefits that we 
can be proud of. 

Gary 

KAR's (Kick Ass Rides) 
By Traveler 

Thanx to all the members who have shared their great 
rides with the rest of us. Please continue to send them 
in (wkirkpa177@aol.com) so we can let our fellow Top 
Cats enjoy them also. Here's what we have this 
month... 

Bob Brizzolara:  The Million Dollar Highway runs 
about 100 miles from Ouray south to Durango, 
Colorado. Ouray is not too far south of the major 
town of Montrose. The road crosses three mountain 
passes (This road rivals the more noted Going to the 
Sun Highway in Glacier Park). The route goes 
through the fabled, still in extinence and biker friend-
ly, fun towns of Ouray and Silverton. 

Stefan Levy:  One of my personal favorite rides is in 
Colorado from Durango ( a very cool town) to 
Silverton, a cool old mining town, up highway 550 . 
You might catch a glimpse of ( and take a ride on) the 
narrow gauge steam train in the valley below , also 
going to Silverton. Then on to Ouray and Ridgeway 
and over to Rt. 62 to Telluride. This route has some 
of the most scenic and vast views of mountains and 
valleys I have ever seen. It involves some mountain 
switchbacks , but nothing too challenging. 

The way back to Durango down Rt 145 takes in lots 
of wide sweeping valley curves. The kind where you 
can see far ahead whats coming your way and really 
take in the scenery around you comfortably. 145 goes 
through the towns of Rico, Stoner and Delores where 
it picks up Rt 18 to Mancos and Rt 160 back to 
Durango. Simply Magnificent riding! 

Look forward to additional routes from our members 
who will be submitting them for the next issue of 
ROAR... 



OFFICERS and BOARD of DIRECTORS 
OFFICERS 

Brandt Gary President 847-668-9771 cgb002@comcast.net  
Lunde John VP 815-459-2488 mongerl@hotmail.com  
Malia Thomas Treasurer 847 381-6511 tmalia@cfalp.com  
Zawila Keith Secretary 847-970-9026 keith.zawila@trustmarkins.com  
Prettyman Chuck Past Pres. 847-854-5929 topcats2003@aol.com  
Krepel Windy Director 815 459-9345 bikertt72@sbcglobal.net  
Adams Lynn Director 847-274-5774 adams2144@comcast.net  
Konsewicz Andy Director 630-207-5500 andy@konsewicz.com  
Smith Greg Director 847-870-0957 vethog@comcast.net  

COMMITTEES 

Adams Lynn Charity 847-274-5774 adams2144@comcast.net  
Kirkpatrick Wayne Safety 847 854-4137 wkirkpa177@aol.com  
LaMonica John ROAR 847-446-6362 jlamonica2@comcast.net  
Konsewicz Andy Webmaster 630-207-5500 andy@konsewicz.com  
Brandt Muriel Activities/Hotline 847-546-9771 meo1957@comcast.net  
Carmody Robert Mbrship/Products 312-498-1354 Bcarmody@email.com  
Strickler Peggy MSF 847-438-3162 chameleonbiker@aol.com  

ACTIVITIES  
October - December 2007 

Date 	Event Start Location Time Leader 

Oct 02 General Meeting 
Oct 6 	Tour NW Illinois Rds. 
Oct o9 Board Meeting 

Village Tavern and Grill Buffalo Grove 
Caribou Coffee 59 & 72 
Mexico Lindo Restaurant, Lake Zurich 

7:30 pm 
8:oo am 
7:30 pm 

G. Brandt 
T. Nichols 
G. Brandt 

Oct 13 Sunset Ride TBD TBD D. Dougherty 
Oct 14 Rolling Thunder,TFT Rt 45,6o 83 	Vernon Hills 11:00 am n/a 
Nov 04 G.r.a.s.s. Class Village Tavern and Grill Buffalo Grove 8:3o am R. Case 
Nov o6 General Meeting Village Tavern and Grill Buffalo Grove 7:30 pm G. Brandt 
Nov 13 Board Meeting Mexican Lindo Lake Zurich 7:30 pm G. Brandt 
Dec 04 General Meeting Village Tavern and Grill Buffalo Grove 7:30 pm G. Brandt 
Dec n Board Meeting Mexican Lindo Lake Zurich 7:3opm G. Brandt 

Call the hotline (847) 622-3501 for updates and check the web site at: www.topcats.org  



TopCats General Meeting Minutes 
September 4, 2007 

By Keith Zawila 

President Gary Brandt called the meeting to order at 7:31 
pm at The Club House. 

We welcomed the following guests: Carrie Baab (guest of 
Ric Case), Cindy Altenbach (guest of Larry Scalzitti), and 
Lenny Innocenzi (guest of Carl Marcyan). 

Bob Carmody (Membership): Bob introduced our newest 
members: Ken Kranz, and Ed Lapinski, and presented them 
their pins, patches, and flags. Bob reminded members club 
flags are available to increase the promotion of our club 
($10). 

Greg Smith (Director): Updated us on our current activities 
schedule. Please check ROAR and our website for more info 
on our upcoming events. We were updated on the following 
rides: President's Ride (9/23 - being lead by 5 different 
presidents), and Sunset Ride (rescheduled to 10/13). Windy 
Krepel updated us on the Progressive Dinner Ride (9/30). 
Ride will begin at 10:30. We'll have 3 stops. The main 
course will be an Italian buffet ($12/person before the ride, 
$15/person the day of the ride). Tickets are available from 
Windy. Tom Nichols updated us on a new Northwest 
Illinois ride (10/6). He'll be taking a group thru Dixon, 
Savannah, Galena. It'll be approx 320 miles, with lunch in 
Savannah. Ride begins at 8:00 at Rts 59 and 72. Stephan 
Levy updated us on the Big Cats ride (9/22). Ride begins at 
the Broken Oar at 9:30 AM. First group rides to Woodstock 
HD to meet up with other riders, then on to the VOTK 
Sanctuary. Afterwards, it'll be back to Woodstock HD for 
refreshments, and back to the Broken Oar for other refresh-
ments. Wayne Kirkpatrick updated us on the 6th annual 
Rolling Thunder Lake County Toys-For-Tots ride (10/14), 
an annual alternative to the December ride. Registration is 
at 9:30 AM at Journey's End in Mundelein. This is a police 
escorted ride. Please bring a toy for the kids. 

Cindy Rayburn announced that anyone who is waiting for 
pictures, taken by the Angry Pineapple photographer who 
was at the Charity Ride, can contact Jarold at 888-868-
4157. Dennis Dougherty asked for any photos anyone has 
of Top Cats events. He'd like to archive them, and make 
them available on our website and for displaying at our 
annual dinner. 

Gary Brandt (President): Gary introduced Brian Rainey 
who provided us with a demonstration of the new Top Cats 
website. This is a context based site with easy navigation to 
all the items of interest, and one that can be easily main-
tained. Future possibilities include the addition of safety 
tips, ride routes, an online store, and other items members 

may want to suggest. 

Keith Zawila (Secretary): Wayne Kirkpatrick (Safety Chair) 
briefly reminded us of "unknown" situations that happen at 
almost anytime. He recounted a recent trip to Texas, where 
he came over a hill only to find a gravel truck had just 
dumped its load onto the road, and a car had already fallen 
victim to it. Not remembering all the exact details, he was 
able to avoid this mess. Be careful of the unknowns. Along 
with Don Schaffer and Ric Case, Wayne presented Mike 
Bradbury and Tom Nichols with their Road Captain rock-
ers. 

Don Schaffer (Road Captain Chair) reminded Road 
Captains who have not participated in any rides, or helped to 
mentor a new Road Captain that time is running out this 
year. Don presented a safety tip based on a recent incident 
he witnessed, which was caused by a number of accumulat-
ing rider errors. A group was out riding and came upon a 
decreasing radius turn (curve gets tighter and tighter 
throughout). The rider made a visual error by watching the 
back of the bike in front of them, instead of looking thru the 
turn. As the turn got tighter, the rider could not lean the 
bike as much as it needed to be leaned to negotiate the turn 
(more practice would resolve this). Becoming unnerved by 
the scraping of the floorboards, the rider rolled off the throt-
tle (next error), resulting in destabilizing the bike in the turn. 
Due to the bike's instability (and loss of lean), the rider was 
now faced with the bike heading to the edge of the road. 
And that's where the rider focused, and ended up (final 
error). Do remember that practice makes you a better rider, 
allowing you to become more aware of not only your capa-
bilities, and also your motorcycle's capabilities. 

Keith introduced Jerry Blum. Jerry recounted for us his 
recent incident in Sturgis. He was riding thru a turn in his 
lane, when he was confronted with a rider who crossed into 
his lane heading in the opposite direction. The result for 
Jerry was a dislocated/shattered elbow (now having a plate 
and 4 screws in it), as well as a broken pubic bone (also hav-
ing a plate and 6 screws in it). Jerry's wife suffered scrapes 
and bruises, and the other rider walked away relatively clean. 
The main point here is you need to focus as much as you can, 
not only on your ride, but anything that can unexpectedly 
occur in front of you. And while there are some incidents 
you can't react to because they happen so quickly, maintain-
ing a safe speed may be one of the factors that leads to less 
severe results. 

Our 50/50 raffle winner was Don Schaffer ($45). 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:26 pm. 



Top Cats Board Meeting Minutes 
August 21, 2007 

By Keith Zawila 

Board Members: Present: Gary Brandt, John 
Lunde, Keith Zawila, Tom Malia, Lynn Adams, 
Windy Krepel, Andy Konsewicz, Greg Smith. 
Absent: Chuck Prettyman 

Proceedings:President Gary Brandt called the 
meeting to order at 7:31 pm at Mexico Lindo in 
Lake Zurich. 

The Minutes from the July meeting, previously 
distributed, were approved. 

Gary Brandt (President): Offered opening 
remarks. Offered his thanks and congratula-
tions to the Charity Committee for their out-
standing efforts at this year's event. He also 
mentioned a conversation he had with Greg 
Grams, the owner of the Volo Auto Museum. 
Greg was extremely impressed by the way we 
handled our event; from the setup on Saturday, 
to the way we ran it, to the way we cleaned it up. 
So impressed that he would like to possibly 
'partner' with us for next year's event. The addi-
tional resources afforded to us by the museum 
would be a great opportunity we should consid-
er. 

Lynn Adams (Director): Final figures are still 
being put together on the results of this year's 
ride. We sold approximately 1,500 raffle tickets. 
Some additional money is still coming in, and 
we need to calculate how much will need to be 
allocated for the beginning of next year's event. 
The presentation of the check to NISRA is 
planned for the October meeting. Lynn also pre-
sented Ed Lapinski's membership to the Board 
for approval. His application was discussed, put 
to a vote, and accepted as a Regular member. 

Gary Brandt (President): Led a lengthy discus-
sion on our 2007 projected budget. The good 
news is the projected numbers are on track as 
assumed at the beginning of the year. Based on 
our income and projected expenses, we are 

looking at a deficit of approximately $2,000 this 
year. We will adjust some of the figures based 
on items we discussed, but the bottom line 
remains the same. And even though this does 
not in any way jeopardize the solvency of the 
club, we need to do whatever we can to keep 
this as low as possible. After a thorough review 
of every line item, a motion was made to 
approve the budget with the noted changes. The 
motion was approved. 

Greg Smith (Director): Updated us on activities. 
There are no rides currently planned for the 
weekend of 9/8 - 9/9, or October. A few changes 
have been made to the schedule (i.e. 9/23 -
President's Ride, 9/30 - Progressive Dinner 
Ride). Windy Krepel provided an update on the 
Progressive Dinner Ride. We have 3 stops 
planned (the Zawila's, the Vernon's, and the 
Strickler's). It was decided to have a "catered" 
Italian buffet at the Vernon's. This catered din-
ner will cost $12/person prior to the ride (details 
to be distributed to the membership thru email 
in the next few days), and $15/person the day of 
the ride. 

Gary Brandt (President): Began a discussion on 
our need to review the "pros and cons" of paper 
versus electronic newsletter media for ROAR. 
The expenses incurred for publishing ROAR is 
by far our largest single expense. We need to 
review alternatives to publishing ROAR given 
this fact, and in light of our need and desire to 
keep this important publication going, while at 
the same time keeping dues at or close to their 
current levels. Gary provided some documenta-
tion on paper versus electronic media, and asked 
the Board to review these over the next 2 -3 
meetings so we can discuss viable alternatives to 
the format and distribution of ROAR. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for September 
11th, 7:30 pm. The meeting was adjourned at 
8:54 pm. 



Top Cats Board Meeting Minutes 
September 11, 2007 

By Keith Zawila. 
Board Members: Present: Gary Brandt, John Lunde, Keith Zawila, 
Tom Malia, Lynn Adams, Greg Smith. Absent: Windy Krepel, Andy 
Konsewicz, Chuck Prettyman 

Proceedings: 
President Gary Brandt called the meeting to order at 7:45 pm at 
Mexico Lindo in Lake Zurich. 

The Minutes from the August meeting, previously distributed, were 
approved. 

Gary Brandt (President): We did not receive a financial report prior 
to the meeting. From all that is known, there should be nothing that 
has changed from last months report. Gary wanted to verify whether 
the Board had set aside $100 to be used for the Progressive Dinner 
Ride. After a brief discussion, a motion was made allowing Gary to 
disperse $100 for the PDR if necessary. The motion was approved. 
Final figures for the Charity Ride are still being completed. A discus-
sion was held on how much should be kept in the Charity account as 
seed money for next year's ride to cover initial costs such as insurance, 
printing, etc. A motion was made to keep $2,500 in the account for 
these expenses. The motion was approved. 

Greg Smith (Director): Updated us on activities. The Sunset Ride has 
been rescheduled for October 13th. We also have 2 weekends open in 
October for potential rides. 

Gary offered the following remarks he requested be included in the 
minutes: "It is surprising and disappointing to see the lack of involve-
ment in the Top Cats Charity event by groups who openly request our 
support (often by Top Cats members). The only group that was pre-
sent in any numbers were the Shriners (we have had Top Cats attend 
their ride 2 years running). Some of our members who openly look 
for support for outside rides did not participate in our own event, 
either by selling tickets, helping out, or attending." 

Lynn Adams (Director): Lynn presented Lenny Innocenzi's member-
ship to the Board for approval. His application was discussed, put to 
a vote, and accepted as a Regular member. 

Gary Brandt (President): Continued the discussion on the ROAR 
media change we have had over the last 2 meetings. Based on the fol-
lowing facts, the noted 'resolution' was presented: 

- the Top Cats need a vehicle for periodic communications, 
- print media has become very costly (97% of our 2007 dues 

income), 
- the Top Cats have a deficit budget projected for 2007 and 

beyond, 
- Top Cats dues are already at a reasonable level and should 

not be increased, 
- ad income is non-existent to help defray publishing costs, 
- electronic media offers more creativity (no size restrictions 

with .pdf files, color pictures.) 
- corrections can be sent out in "real time" to the member-

ship if needed, 
- email is the primary communication tool used today for 

frequent communications. All active members have an email account, 
- for a fee to cover postage, a printed copy could be sent to 

anyone with special needs, 
- being in print form does not improve the content or deliv-

er the information any better. A .pdf file can always be printed by any 
user, 

- just because we have always done it this way is not a valid 
reason to continue. 

- Culture/heritage is not defined by the media, rather it's 
defined by the message. 

Resolution Name: Top Cats ROAR Media Change. 

Binding Resolution: This resolution and all content is binding unless 
an additional vote to rescind or modify it is conducted by the Board of 
Directors. 

Background: The Board of Directors agrees the concept of a commu-
nication device that is considered a valuable resource is in the best 
interest of the members and must be continued. During the history of 
the club, this device has been known as ROAR, and has been delivered 
in print media form. It has formed a foundation for developing a pos-
itive culture of safety and is a key to maintaining the vitality of the 
club. 

Once the main communication device for most club activity, many 
functions are best served by real time internet access via the club's 
web-site. Activities calendars, contact information, and other infor-
mation that is subject to change are better communicated through the 
web-site and electronic mail. 

The cost of print media no longer makes this a value added method. 
Significant income increases would be needed to continue beyond the 
next few years. 

Intent of Resolution: This resolution directs the head of the ROAR 
Committee, under the direction of the President, to construct a plan 
that changes the media form of ROAR from print to electronic. The 
following stipulations apply: 

There must be no interruption to the publishing of a 
newsletter. It must be seamless. 

- Newsletters must be delivered in .pdf format. The soft-
ware used to create the newsletter is at the discretion of the 
Committee. Volunteers should be used to help develop the content 
and formats when possible. 

- The newsletter will be delivered to all members of record 
via email. 

- The Top Cats web-site must be running on the new ver-
sion which must include a download link to retrieve current and past 
electronic newsletters. The link must be behind a security wall. 

- The Board authorizes $1,500 towards the purchase of soft-
ware and/or hardware as determined by the ROAR Committee. 

- Yearly net operational costs to publish must be below 
$2,000 to the club, not including any special purchases. 

- The software and/or methods used must be trainable to 
the average computer user. 

The Committee is directed to complete creating the plan by the 
November 2007 Board meeting with implementation during the first 
quarter of 2008 or sooner. 

A motion was made to approve this Resolution. The motion was 
approved. 

Gary mentioned upcoming 2008 elections. He asked Board members 
to please notify him regarding any intentions they have for next year. 
He also announced that Chuck Prettyman will be heading up the 
Nominating Committee. 

Our next meeting is scheduled for October 9th, 7:30 pm. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:49 pm. 

EDITOR'S NOTE 
Items for ROAR need to be submitted by the 11th of the month to be 
included in the coming ROAR issue. 
John LaMonica 



Another Success 	 
By Lynn Adams 

For those of you who attended the 2007 Ride For Dreams on 
July 29th, formerly the Top Cats - NISRA Charity Ride, were 
able to experience first hand what a great day we had. Not only 
did the weather cooperate and grace us with bright sunshine 
and warm breezes, but the participation on the ride and at Volo 
was quite impressive. The owner of Volo was even impressed. 

Back at Volo, everyone enjoyed the music donated by The 
Fairlanes, a tour of the Auto Museums and a stroll through the 
vendor area. We had three 5o/5o raffles, a Silent Auction with 
many great gifts and last but not least, we pulled our raffle win-
ners. 

This years raffle were for cash prizes with 1st prize being 
$5,000. After selling 1,498 tickets, the following raffle winners 
were selected: 

1st Prize - $5,000 went to Ralph Rasmussen 
2nd Prize - $3,000 was won by a member and friends and was 
graciously donated back to NISRA 
3rd Prize - $1,000 was won by Mary Jerstad. After receiving 
his winnings, he donated $100 back to NISRA. THANK YOU, 
Marv! 
4th Prize - $500 went to Bud Burchardt 
5th Prize - $500 went to Dave Minder of the 91 tickets sold 
at McHenry's Fiesta Days) 

We invited Ralph to attend our Top Cats General Meeting on 
August 14th and we made his Dream come true, and awarded 
him his check for $5,000. CONGRATULATIONS Ralph and to 
all the winners! 

As many of you may know, an event such as this takes a lot of 
careful thought and planning. Thanks to the framework that 
Tom Malia started last year, we made some adjustments and 
created another successful event. Please join me in thanking 
the 2007 Charity Committee for the valuable donation of their 
time, dedication, coordination, and attention to detail, which 
made this event such a success. : 

Sandra Hotton - Brochures, Flyer and Poster Design 
Greg Smith - Co-Chair, Volo Coordinator 
John LaMonica - Co-Chair, Signage, Advertising 
Chris Berry - Entertainment, Vendors 
Merrily Arguello and Ric Case - Raffle Ticket Sales 
Tom Malia and Jodii Zimmerman - Route 
Muriel Brandt - Distribution of Brochures 
Carrol Hornsby - Tents, Advertising 
Eileen Perry and Amy Tober - Registration 
Keith Zawila - Parking 
John Garramone - 5o/5o Tickets 
Terry Garramone - Silent Auction 
Randy Braun - Breakfast, Coffee, T-shirts 
Chuck Prettyman - Ideas 
Joan DeRango - Ideas, Distribution of Brochures 
John Ernst - Motorcycle and Car Event schedules 
Jillian Giese and Brian Shahinian - Tents, Chairs, Tables, 
administrative stuff 

We also had a lot of great sponsors, vendors and Silent Auction 
donations, for which we also owe our thanks. 

Our 2007 Sponsors... 
95 FM WIIL - Rock Radio 
Barrington Park District 
Blue Sky Marketing 
Bobby's Barrel Inn 
Chicago Sign Designs - Gary Becker 
Coleman Joseph Blitstein & Stuart, LLC - Don Schaffer 
Continental Automotive Systems - Gary Brandt 
Corner Bakery of Woodfield 
Craig and Linda Marten 
D & J Bistro 
Diana's Bananas - Bob Carmody 
Dr. Jordan Leasure, DC 
Eileen Perry 
FM 105 
Fox Hole Tap and Pizzeria 
Gary and Muriel Brandt 
Graphic Partners 
Lions Club - Island Lake 
Lynn Adams 
Motor Werks 
Northwest Hearld 
Ric Case 
Schiller DuCanto and Fleck, Attorneys at Law - Carl Marcyan 
The Fairlanes 
Volo Auto Museum 
Waste Management 
WFMT 
Whole Foods of Palatine 

Our 2007 Vendors... 
Creative Memories, Sterling Silver, American Hog Collectibles, 
Pampered Chef, Tastefully Simple, Dr. Jordan Leasure -
Chiropractor, Cookie Lee Jewelry, JJ Cyclepass 
Racer Cafe' R&R Airbrush, Heart & Soul, Angry Pineapple 
Woodstock Custom Leathers. 

We would also like to thank all the Top Cats and their families 
and friends who helped out the day of the event. Every pair of 
hands made all those Dreams come true. Should your name or 
company name not be included here, please know that we 
greatly appreciate your continued support. 

Ok, now for the burning question...So how much did the 2007 
Ride for Dreams raise for NISRA? I am pleased to say that 
donations are still coming in, so be sure not to miss the 
Tuesday, October 2nd Top Cats General Meeting when we pre-
sent NISRA with 2007s donation and help make the dreams of 
NISRA participants come true. Looking forward to seeing you 
all there! 

Thanks again to everyone for your continued support, 
Lynn 

P.S. 
Looking for something new and exciting to do? Have some 
extra time? What better way to get to know your fellow Top 
Cats and get involved. We are in search of our 2008 Ride for 
Dreams Charity Committee Chair and committee members. If 
you have any interest, please contact me at adams2144@com-
cast.net  or Gary Brandt at cgboo2@comcast.net . 



Kaution Korner 
By Terry "Lizard" Kumro 

Effective braking is one of the skills most critical to safe motor-
cycling. According to a recent CIU (Crash Investigation Unit) 
study, the severity of most crashes could have been minimized 
or avoided entirely if the motorcyclist had used proper brak-
ing, assuming, of course that the bike's brakes, tires, etc were 
in good condition. (ABS and linked brakes are another story.) 

You've probably heard about someone who "laid down" their 
motorcycle because a car pulled out in front of them. They 
may have made it sound like an intentional lay down. The real-
ity is that the rider most likely panicked and locked up one, or 
both, of the wheels and dumped it. If you lock up the front 
tire, it doesn't matter how good you are, you are going to strug-
gle to keep your bike from going down. 

So how do you avoid or minimize a potential crash with a car 
that didn't see you? Practice correct emergency braking regu-
larly. The front brake on most motorcycles typically provides 
over 70% of your total braking ability. A good technique for 
front braking is to squeeze (don't grab) the brake, applying 
firmer and firmer pressure as you squeeze it. You will be sur-
prised how hard it is to lock up the front brake in this manner. 

But, in an emergency situation it is hard to keep your cool, 
and you may end up grabbing the front brake and locking it 
up. If you lock up the front brake, release it immediately and 
reapply it firmly or your chances of going down are very high. 
If you happen to lock up the rear brake, do not release it...stay 
on it. When the rear tire locks oftentimes it starts to slide out 
to the side. If your rear tire is not tracking behind your front 
tire and you release the rear brake, you will very probably high 
side...and in all likelihood, you will taste asphalt. If your rear 
tire is sliding out, and you keep it locked, it will track back in 
line. You can still steer with your rear tire locked and sliding. 

Remember that the motorcycle must be straight up when per-
forming maximum braking... that's not to say you can't use 
your brakes while in a curve...you can lightly use both brakes 
in a curve, but maximum braking must be done with the bike 
straight up. 

The best way to get better at effective braking is to practice. 
You should practice braking at different speeds, but make sure 
you start slow and in a parking lot, or an area where it will be 
safe to practice. 

If you are ever in the unfortunate situation of having to brake 
in an emergency, hopefully you will revert to your training and 
practice. And even if a crash is inevitable, with good, well -
practiced, braking techniques, you can minimize injuries to 
you and your passenger and limit the damage to your bike. 

Backyard Backroads 
By Mike Bradbury 

I ride roads that are within 30-45 minutes of my house 
that I call "backyard backroads". These are roads that are 
typically lesser known and traveled (except maybe for 
other bikers around where I live). 

Backyard backroads are scenic and sometimes curvy, at 
least as much as is possible in Northeastern Illinois. I can 
usually string them together to create great little routes. 
These routes are for the times when I have nowhere to go. 
Sometimes I feel the urge to ride and roar and I hear my 
bike calling my name; "...come ride me, Mike (yes, that 
is my bike and not some surreptitious house of ill repute 
or my Rider calling)". I'll usually venture out on one of 
these routes on a weeknight for an hour ride. They don't 
go anywhere but always seem to eventually lead home. 
They do not exist on a marked up map, GPS system, 
memory stick, sheet of paper, etc. They exist right 
upstairs in my little noggin. Scary, huh?! 

I ride backyard backroads to recharge my mental batter-
ies. I think about and see everything and nothing on 
these roads. When I'm stuck riding around on 4 wheels 
instead of 2, I am looking for new ones all the time. They 
include shortcuts and roads I knew of since I was a kid 
when we thought that driving from Waukegan to 
Mundelein to see our family doctor was a ride in the 
country! They can sometimes be the equivalent of 
Wisconsin rustic roads where they hearken back to some 
of the original historical routes before asphalt was our 
friend and people traveled on real horses instead of iron 
horses. 

I own these roads. Or at least I think I do when I ride 
them. And I love sharing them with my friends and other 
bikers. The last outing I led some friends and club mem-
bers included finding new ones on the same ride, where 
we ended up at a place called the Northshore Tap II near 
the shores of Katherine Lake. We got hot dogs for a buck 
that didn't come from under a heat lamp and sodas, and 
loved every bit of it. 

Every biker has their version of backyard backroads. I 
know because when I'm with my fellow club members 
near where they live on this ride or that, we always ride 
the coolest roads. 

I challenge this to my fellow members, let's hear what 
your 'backyard backroads" are. See me and tell me what 
they are. Write about them and give it to John LaMonica 
to include in the next ROAR. Better yet, if you are a road 
captain or not, show me. Those who are not yet road cap-
tains and want to show these roads off to all of us on a 
club ride, see me and I'll lead the ride using your roads! 

Here's to great bike riding no matter what the road. 
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Hi, From Lizard 
By Terry "Lizard" Kumro 

Just got back from the Galina overnighter, and would like to relate to 
you my thoughts. Is this really a safety tip? Yes and no. 

The ride was well planned, well executed, and well received by the 
riders. The hand signals were passed back, the spacing was great, and 
the riders all rode within their limits, and everyone seemed to have 
a great time. I couldn't help to wonder how this all came about. 

Years ago, three Top Cats were given the assignment to put a program 
in place to make our rides safe and enjoyable to the membership. 
Over the years this process has been constantly updated, modified , 
and adapted to our ever growing, and changing membership. 
Although this process will continue to change, I think all of our 
members deserve a round of applause. Is there room for improve-
ment by the membership? Yes, but you people have strived to make 
our rides a safe riding environment, and deserve it. 

Is there a safety tip in here somewhere? Yes. Continue to work on 
your skills, and don't forget what you've learned along the way. Top 
Cats advocate safe riding, and our membership is our proof. A big 
well done to the Safety Committee, our riders, and our past and pre-
sent officers and board who put this altogether and made this a great 
riding club. 

1ST PRIZE - $5,000 WENT TO RALPH RASMUSSEN 
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